The philosphy of power through the barrel of the gun is slowly
percolating into different strata of the rural society. Though the people
in general are ignoring the call of the Naxals to boycott the elections,
their exercise of the right of franchise seems to be mechanical now and
their enthusiasm in the election process is gradually fading.
The slogan of Vinoba's movement was "wealth and land shall be
distributed. The hungry will no longer tolerate it". It had created enough
ground for idealism and created a climate to bring to an end oppressive
rural society in the country. But it failed to achieve the objective.
National  Perspectives
Certain national perspectives emerged from the deliberations, in
regard to (a) the benevolent and malignant facets of political process,
(b) place of democratic dissent and civil liberties, and (c) public policy
process.
Political  Process
Politicians have to recognize that preservation of democratic polity
is a vital task and that political bankruptcy has to be arrested in tackling
national problems like Naxalism. There is no short-cut to power.
Naxals are dedicated in their fight against corruption and injustice;
they have to be drawn into the mainstream of democratic politics.
Unfortunately, the attempts of some Naxals were thwarted by the
'established' political parties, when they wanted to contest the elections
in 1989.
In order to cleanse the democratic process, people should have
the right to reject any or all the candidates in an election through radical
electoral reform. Legislation alone doesn't result in development; social
forces are needed to bring about social change.
Democratic dissent and  civil  liberties
Democracy has to accommodate dissent. Even if more policemen
lost their lives than Naxals, that does not justify police excesses, and
indiscriminate and unrestrained state terrorism. On the other hand, can
everyone having grievances against state take law into his hands, and to
arms ? Democracy has to accommodate dissent and, civil liberties can't
be given to those who dp not want to play the game of democracy. Civil
liberties groups should also condemn the violence of Navals.
These contradictions and conflicts of democracy can be resolved
not by the contending parties through violent methods but only through
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